DON'T VOTE!

Politics bears a strong resemblance to messianic theology. Regardless of all the obvious problems associated with its practices, adherents remain steadfast in their belief that the savior is just around the next election. 

It is often said that a rational man must enter the political fray to fight for freedom and truth, at least with his pen, else he abandons mankind to an ignominious fate at the mercy of thieves. It is generally assumed that the conscientious will also use their pens to mark up state-furnished ballots at election time and thereafter to sign petitions for a redress of their inevitable grievances. 

Apathetic and cynical people reject direct participation in the political system because to them it seems that conscientious political activism achieves nothing. They are wrong, of course, but no less so than their active and optimistic counterparts who fervently believe to the contrary. From the point of view of the political participant, voting has about the same effect as a supplication to the deity. However, politicians see it differently. For them, it accomplishes precisely what they crave -- legitimacy. 

Humans are free agents who need to know that it is their broad and active indulgence in the political system that, perhaps inadvertently, provides the essential sanction of a process, the sole purpose of which is to subject them to conquest like cattle. When they find they are being treated as cattle rather than free men, they should realize how their diminished status is a consequence of their having become cow-like in their approach to politics. Queuing up at the polls at election time bears a strong resemblance to a gathering of the herd at a dip trench at branding time. 

It is important for people to understand the meaning and consequences of political voting. They also need to know the reasons and consequences of abstention from such voting. The future of civilization depends on such understanding. 

Can such knowledge be any less important than truth in advertising? What if a ballot was emblazoned with a caption warning the user that the consequences of dropping it into the ballot box can be harmful to ones health and safety? 
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